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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT – MS-PAS or MPAS 
RECOMMENDATIONS ONLY 

 

 
Schools 

Referenced 

 

Des Moines University--Des Moines, IA 
University of Dubuque – Dubuque, IA 
St. Ambrose University –Davenport, IA 
University of Iowa--Iowa City, IA 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln --Lincoln, NE 
 

 
 
 

Notes 

 

 Completion of a baccalaureate degree is required.  
 The minimum GPA required for application 3.0.     

                  2022 U of Iowa avg GPA 3.79 
 Graduate Record Exam (GRE) required, www.ets.org/gre 
 Central Application Service for Physician Assistants (CASPA), www.caspaonline.org 
 All grades (repeated courses) will factor into your CASPA GPA 
 Preference maybe be given to candidates who complete all requirements prior to 

application 
 Search schools by required pre-requisites at paprogramsearch.com 
 

 
 
 

Biology 

 

_____General Biology: Organismal Diversity--BIOL2051 
_____General Biology: Cell Structure and Function--BIOL2052 
_____Anatomy & Physiology I--BIOL3101 
_____Anatomy & Physiology II--BIOL3102  
_____General Microbiology—BIOL3151 
_____Genetics –BIOL3140 
 

 
 
 

Chemistry 

 

_____General Chemistry I--CHEM1110 
_____General Chemistry II--CHEM1120 
_____Organic Chemistry I--CHEM2210 
_____Organic Chemistry II--CHEM2220 
_____Organic Chemistry Lab--CHEM2230 
_____Biochemistry I--CHEM4510-Must be completed at time of application for Iowa 
 

 
 

Psychology 

 

_____Introduction to Psychology—PSYCH1001 
_____Developmental Psychology—PSYCH2202 
_____Abnormal Psychology—PSYCH3403 
 

 

Statistics 
 

_____Introduction to Statistical Methods--STATS1772 OR Biostatistics—BIOL4157 
 

Medical 
Terminology 

 

_____Medical Terminology—PH2160 

 
 

Suggested 
Electives 

 

_____Neurobiology—BIOL4116 
_____Cell Biology--BIOL4128 
_____Developmental Biology of Animals—BIOL4146 
_____Immunology—BIOL4150 
Racial Course:   SOC SCI 1045 – American Racial & Ethnic Minorities (LAC 5C) 
_____ Minority Health – PH 3330 – University elective 

 

Direct Patient 
Care Experience 

 

Must complete 1000 to 3000 hours of direct patient-care experience; such as C.N.A., 
EMT, Research, Phlebotomist, Paramedic, Military Corpsmen, for example. 
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From ExploreHealthCareers.Org 
 

According to Money magazine, physician assistant is one of the top 10 best jobs in America.  
In addition to the demand, the job is attractive because: 
-The average length of the program is 27 months. 
-The average starting salary is $94,000. 
-It offers the flexibility to move into different areas of medicine without additional education and 
training. 
 

Physician assistants (PAs) are medical providers who are licensed to diagnose and treat illness 
and disease and prescribe medication for patients. PAs work in physician offices, hospitals and 
clinics in collaboration with a licensed physician. Because of their advanced education in general 
medicine, modeled after physician education, PAs can treat patients with significant autonomy 
within the physician/PA relationship. In the primary care setting, PAs can provide almost all of the 
clinical services that physicians provide, including performing physical exams, diagnosing and 
treating illnesses and prescribing medications. 
 

PAs work together with physicians as part of an integrated medical team. PAs have their own 
patients and, under a written agreement with a licensed physician, make clinical decisions and 
provide a broad range of diagnostic, therapeutic, preventive and health maintenance services. The 
physician-PA team relationship is fundamental to the PA profession and enhances the delivery of 
high-quality health care. 
 

Every day, thousands of people have access to quality health care because there are PAs in their 
communities. PAs are critical to increasing access to care for rural and other underserved patients, 
as they are often the only health providers in these areas. PAs made nearly 300 million patient 
visits and prescribed or recommended approximately 332 million medications were in 2008. 
 

PAs also work in specialties outside of primary care. The PA profession is designed to be 
adaptable, preparing PAs to work with physicians in primary care or medical and surgical 
specialties and sub-specialties, as the need arises. 
 

PAs are focused on patient care and may undertake educational, research and administrative 
work. Studies show that in a primary care setting, PAs can provide nearly all of the clinical services 
a physician does, including: 
-Taking medical histories 
-Performing physical exams 
-Ordering and interpreting laboratory tests 
-Diagnosing and treating illnesses 
-Counseling patients 
-Assisting in surgery 
-Setting fractures 
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